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GGovernment Digital Service

"L'Angleterre est une nation 
de boutiquiers."

Napoleon I
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Identity? 
Identify
Recognise
Trust
Transact
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National 
Registration 
Act

1939 - 1952
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Identity Card 
Act

2006 - 2010
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The Crosby Report:

From 
‘Identity Management’

To
‘Identity Assurance’
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GOV.UK Verify
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“Digital Identity”
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TRUST 
   

USERS 
   

DELIVERY
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THE STRATEGY IS
DELIVERY
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1. User centric
2. Federated
3. Secure & convenient
4. Privacy by design
5. Commercially driven
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Why?
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1. User centric

In a digital age everyone has 
a right to a trustworthy digital 
identity
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2. Federated

● No single point of failure
● No ‘general’ identifier
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UK Identifiers

Border Control Passport Number
Vehicles Driving Licence Number
Health National Health Service Number
Tax & Benefits National Insurance Number
Education Learner Record Number
Local Tax Council Tax Number
Finance Bank Account Number
etc
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3. Secure and convenient

Meets government agreed 
standards 
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4. Privacy by design

User control of personal data 
not commercial monetisation 
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5. Commercially driven

User control (and 
monetisation) of trustworthy 
personal data
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Identity assurance is 
complicated
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oixuk.org
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Working with OIX 

http://oixuk.org/?page_id=6
http://oixuk.org/?page_id=6
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Interoperability 
through 
open standards
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OIX Contributor Agreement 
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Co-funded 
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Identity assurance is a novel service, 
being delivered in a new way for the 
first time anywhere in the world.
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Creating a trustworthy digital 
environment for commerce

GOV.UK Verify
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• Cross-border interoperability

The eIDAS Regulation
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• Trust Framework
- Levels of Assurance
- Peer review & cooperation

The eIDAS Regulation
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Digital Single Market

The eIDAS Regulation
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Benefits for business and citizens

•Sharing economy
•Banking
•Mortgages
•Education
•Business branches
•…. More choice for the citizen
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UK view

• Open Standards
• Industry engagement
• Promote interest
• Business Growth
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GDS Blog:
https://identityassurance.blog.gov.uk/

Key Message

• More business interest
• OIX UK
• Encourage business 

growth
• Get excited!
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